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Aquatic Pets and AIS 

Commercial activity involving organisms in trade is one of the principal 
ways in which non-native organisms have been introduced into the 
Laurentian Great Lakes Keller and Lodge 2007 



Illinois campaign to prevent introductions of 
novel organisms through the release of 
aquatic organisms used by aquarium 
hobbyists, water gardeners, users of live 
bait and classroom organisms.   

Based on Aquatic Nuisance Task Force and 
Habitattitude guidelines.  



Difficultly with rehoming and humane 
disposal. Following Wisconsin's lead.   



Alternatives to Pet Release 

Pet Surrender Events 

Pet Surrender Network 

Pet Care Network 



Pet Surrender Events 



Illinois Organizations and People 

IISG/INHS 

University of Illinois Legal 

Illinois Department of Natural Resources  

 Conservation Police 
 Biologists 
 Regulatory 

IL Department of Agriculture 
 Animal welfare/State Veterinarian 

US Fish and Wildlife 

Animal Control 

Aquarium Fish Sanctuary 

Chicago Herpetological Society 

Green Bay Aquarium Society 
 

 











ReleaseZero.org 



Advertisement Sums 

244,480+ impressions over three events. 

Facebook and Twitter (144,207 impressions; 15,277 interactions) 

Online  
Magazines 
Newspapers (40,000 impressions) 

Print 
Flyers/Posters 
Newspapers (59,823 impressions) 

Radio 
National Public Radio WBEZ Chicago.   



Zero animals 



Like 50 mystery snails 
Two goldfish 







Two frogs 
A red eared slider 
Two goldfish  
A Plecostomus 
Two dogs 
Vince 





TakeAIM.org 









Thank you!  


