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People don’t mean to be bad…… 



The “Suspects” 



Part of the problem - Terminology 
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Part of the solution – People’s attention  

People want plants that uphold the 

sustainable, ecologically responsible 

lifestyle that, as consumers, they 

want….and are willing to PAY for it. 

Photos cbc.ca & freestuffpage.com 
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Part of the solution – People’s attention  



Part of the solution – People’s attention  

feedabee.com 



WHAT’S THE HARM IN 

PLANTING INVASIVE SPECIES 

IN MY BACKYARD? 



The HARM 

When people purchase invasive plants it 

sends a positive signal back up the 

supply chain to produce MORE. 

www.sdcexec.com 



CASE STUDY: 

FLOWERING RUSH 

IN ALBERTA 

 



Online Distribution 



Flowering Rush 

Weedy Traits 

 



Divider: Option 2 
This may be used as a main section divider 

Vigorous Aquatic Perennial 

Eckert 



Rhizome fragments have: 
Large carbohydarte reserves, Buoyancy, and Preformed Roots 



Max depth reported is 4.5 meters 



Displaces Native Vegetation 



Flowering Rush 

Locations 

 



Found in Canada 
• Found along the St. Lawrence River in 

Quebec in 1897 

• Likely introduced from Europe as an 

ORNAMENTAL 



Found in Alberta 

• June 30 1990 first collection from Sturgeon 

River 

• Greenhouses have stocked flowering rush 

in 1985 and many more since then 



1000’s of 

acres are 

predicted in 

the Pacific 

Northwest 

region 

Current Distribution 



Alberta Now 

Found in Lakes 

– Chestermere 

Lake & Lake Isle  



Alberta Now 

Found in Rivers – Sturgeon River & Bow River 



Alberta Now 

Found in a Creek – Buffalo Creek 

Photo courtesy of Red Deer County 



Alberta Now 

Found in Drainage Ponds – Innisfail & Sherwood Park  

Photo courtesy of Red Deer County Photo courtesy of Laura Hammer 



Alberta Now 

Found in Ponds –  

Calgary & Olds 



Alberta Now 

Found in an Irrigation District – Headwaters of  

     Western Irrigation District 



Flowering Rush 

Control Attempts 

 



Headwaters to Western 

Irrigation District 

Photos courtesy of Rocky View County 

Dredging 



Photo courtesy of Rocky View County 

Chestermere Lake 

Weed 

Harvesting 



Innisfail – Buffalo Creek 

Photos courtesy of Red Deer County 

Clipping 

Heads 



Photos courtesy of Red Deer County 

Innisfail – Buffalo Creek 

Steaming 



Cutting &  

Pulling By 

Hand 

Photos courtesy of Lutheran Camp, Terry Rendflesh 



Herbicides 

Photos courtesy of Red Deer County 



Prevention 



Online Distribution 



Prevention programs are KEY 



Prevention programs are KEY 

• It’s about actionable awareness 

•Engagement of invasive plant 

skeptics and businesses feeling 

aggravated by conservation efforts 

•Boils down to values – personal 

and business values 



Questions? 
 

Nicole Kimmel 
Weed Specialist 

 

 

(780) 422 0885 
nicole.kimmel@gov.ab.ca 


