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What are Life History traits? 
- Traits related to growth, reproduction and 

mortality that affect an organism’s fitness 

Why do we care? 
- Certain suites of traits are associated 

with successful invaders. 



Plasticity & life history traits during an invasion 

Source: www.eddmaps.org (modified) 

‘Opportunistic’/            
r-selected traits:  
•  Fast juvenile growth 
•  Early maturity 
•  High reproductive            

 investment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Equilibrium’/                  
K-selected traits:  
•  Slow growth 
•  Late maturity 
•  Low reproductive            

 investment 
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Study Populations 

 2 Native 
Canadian 

populations 

 2 Non-native 
Spanish 

populations 

 Outdoor pond colonies established with adults in 2008 
in central Ontario Canada 
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Partially Genetic ? 
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