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B.C. Urged To Take Action Against Invasive Mussels

CBC | Posted: 09/08/2012 8:33 pm Updated: 09/09/2012 12:14 pm
ish cbcca

The Columbia-Shuswap Regional District is calling on the B.C. government to protect the
province's waters against an invasive species of mussels.

Zebra and quagga mussels cost municipalities in Ontario and several U S. states millions of
dollars each year to control.

They aren't established in B.C., but earlier this year an infected power boat from Arizona was
launched in Shuswap Lake.

Officials later determined the mussels on the boat were dead, but regional district area director
Rhona Martin savs the incident should serve as a wake-up call to the province.
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British Columbia — Summary

Sector Annual % total
COSts Impact
Hydropower generation BE{oHsyZ NsKy

Agriculture - Irrigation  EyER{e[0N0[0[0

Municipal water $9,251,608
supplies
Recreational boating $12,385,962
Fisheries, Tourism, ?2?277°
Property values

$42,962,102




Regional Approach

Public Engagement = Changing Behaviour

> Interactions with boaters
and other water users at
boat launches

> Distribution of outreach
MEIEEIS

> Attendance at community
events

> Provincial campground
presentations

> Youth presentations
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2015 Mussel Veliger Monitoring

Partnership between regional committees
and provincial government

Calgary
v

NEVADA

Source: Columbia River Basin AlS Database
http://crbais.psmfc.org/



OASISS worked cooperatively
with yacht clubs, marinas and
BC Parks to monitor the local

waters for invasive mussels




BC Invasive Mussel Defence Program
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1 i “' Inspection Station Locations

A Brake check

Six trained
INSpection crews
with mobile
decontamination
units

ALBERTA

BRITISH COLUMBIA

1

WASHINGTCN

B , . 3 l
s Mk, S e




Penticton Inspection Crew




2015 Data: Destination of High Risk
Watercraft

Other
Jurisdiction
21%

Okanagan
36%

Peace 1%
Cariboo 3%

Thompson-
Nicola

4%
West Kootenay
4%
East Kootenay
7% Lower Vancouver
Mainland Island

12% 12%



Thanks to:
» Matthias Herborg and Martina Beck
(BC Ministry of Environment)

« Tom Woolf, Idaho State
Department of Agriculture
« Okanagan Basin Water Board

...for providing slides, images and
advice.

For more information contact:
Lisa Scott

OASISS Coordinator
250-404-0115
oasiss@shaw.ca
WWW.0asIss.ca
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1-877-952-7277
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