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Purpose

* Gain an understanding of Ontarians’
knowledge of invasive species and Asian
carps

» Assess gaps in knowledge to target
outreach and education

* Determine If demographic targeting would
Improve delivery and messaging



Methodology

* Online survey
« 22 questions

* Respondents were weighted using
iInformation from Statistics Canada to
survey a representative selection of
Ontario

* 1 002 respondents (margin of error +
3.1%)



Methodology

 Demographic questions
— Location
— Gender
— Age
— Education level
— Concern regarding invasive species impacts
— Fishing habits
— Outdoor activity habits



Invasive Species Impacts and Management

What best describes “invasive species™?

Species whose introduction or spread to a new area
threatens the environment, economy, or society.

Plants, animals, and micro-organisms introduced by
humans to new environments.

Native species of plants, animals, and micro-
organisms that take over an ecosystem.

The most common species within an ecosystem.

DNK / Refusal

N 10%
o
N 3%

9%




Invasive Species Impacts and Management

Perception of invasive species impacts.

W Strongly agree M Somewhat agree W Somewhat disagree

Invasive species directly affect human
health and societal well-being.

Invasive species increase biodiversity in
Canada’s forests and lakes.

Canada’s cold climate kills 90% of the
invasive species that try to survive here.

There have been minimal environmental
damages linked to invasive species.

There is nothing the general public can
do to help manage invasive species.

18%

8%

5%

3%

3% 13%

B Strongly disagree DNK / Refusal

53% VY 12%

71% 17%
24% 32% I 30% 55%

35% 18% 21% 26% 54%
34% 33% 12% 20% 67%

8% 16% 76%



Invasive Species Impacts and Management

Where invasive species rank to other
w environmental impacts.
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Invasive Species Impacts and Management

What natural area should receive highest
Invasive species protection.

el T
other water bodies 51%
Natural forests || NN 19%
Agricultural land [N 12%

Urban forests [l 4%

DNK / Refusal 13%




Invasive Species Impacts and Management
What Is the cost of invasive species?

$1 million

B

$1 billion

15%

$30 billion

5%

DNK / Refusal 47%




Specific Invasive Species Knowledge

Invasive Species Indicated as Invasive by Region
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Specific Invasive Species Knowledge

Invasive Species Identifiable by Region
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1 type

2 types

3 types

4 types

5 types

Knowledge of Asian Carp
* 56% of Ontarians have heard of Asian Carp

AL swercan - a0

12%

Bighead Carp

Black Carp

Grass Carp

None are Asian carp

12%

12%

0%




Knowledge of Asian Carp

Where are Asian carps established?




Knowledge of Asian Carp

What are pathways of Asian carp invasion?
nes eiase o vaer oo« [N <+ 19% knew that all of

the above could be
5% potential invasion
pathways

Canals and water connections

Transported across the border in live

fish tanks 36%

32%

e 28% of anglers
indicated all of the
above

Live bait dumped into lakes and
rvers

DMK / Refusal 11%



Knowledge of Asian Carps

B Strongly agree B Somewhat agree B Somewhat disagree B Strongly disagree DNK / Refusal

Asian carp are a serious threat to the Great Lakes

: 44% 38% VAN 6% 83% 11%
economically.
If Asian carps enter the Great Lakes, they will destroy =
34% 46% i ARE 9% 80% 12%
the ecosystem.
Canada should spend more money on Asian carp
. 27% 50% CVEY  12% 77% 12%
prevention.
Asian carps will enter the Great Lakes regardless of - 339% 359 15% Y
prevention efforts. : . . . ° 40% 0%
An Asian carp invasion into the Great Lakes will have - 359, . %
no impact on my life. L . 40% ° 18% 75%
If Asian carps enter the Great Lakes, | will have more ol 16% 2% =
fish to catch. °° . . 13% 78%
Canada should not worry about a fish that is not in m 539% 3% %
the Great Lakes yet. il . . ° 9% 87%
Asian carp will not affect other fish populations. EZAAZARES 72% % 9% 87%

Asian carps cannot survive in the Great Lakes. pXAZANPILA 7% 79%




Sources of Information

Don't know/I prefer not to answer

Poster or billboard

Internet website

Elementary and Secondary school instruction
Internet Social Media

Television specials

Radio shows

Newspaper / Magazine advertisements

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%
65+ MW55-64 MWA45-54 W35-44 m25-34 m18-24



Reporting

e 40% of 65+ and Contact your city
- official or government _ 31%
Ottawa reS|denge office
would contact city or
government office Report online [N 14%
* 38% of younger Call hotline [ 9%
people would report
online or via the There is no reporting .
hotline method -
DNK / Refusal 31%




Assessing Knowledge Gaps

* |dentification of individual carp species

* Asian carps are not established in the
Great Lakes — let's keep it that way

* Improve the message regarding reporting

Invasive species — let people know they
can help
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